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Dear Friends, we come together today to give final honor to Juliette Radinsky, Yaffa Bat Eliezer V’Emma, beloved wife, mother, sister, grandmother, great-grandmother, aunt, friend, and for so many of us here today, Rebbetzin, devoted, compassionate, sincere, and kind.  For 34 years she devoted herself to our community.  Our rabbis teach us in the Pirkei Avos; Rabbi Gamliel, the son of Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi, taught that all who preoccupy themselves with the community, who work on behalf of the community selflessly for the sake of heaven, are praiseworthy.  In this teaching, Rabban Gamliel discusses the correct motivation for community involvement.  Many are motivated to strive on account of self-interest.  Rabbi Gamliel rejects these motives as unworthy.  Involvement with the community should be disinterested and completely altruistic.

My dear friends, this Mishna speaks about the life of Juliette Radinsky.  In her capacity as Rebbetzin, Juliette was a community leader, and she served our community in many ways, as a social worker, informal social worker, entertainer, (as someone mentioned on the way in that she would participate in the plays here at UOS together with Millie Dean) religious role model, and cook, amongst many of the roles that she took on in our community.  Is it possible to be certain of a person’s motivations when it comes to their involvement in the community?  It is impossible to understand why people accept responsibility.  It’s impossible to know for sure why people are willing to be part of the lives of others.  It is only through the degree of self-sacrifice and self-denial, which these roles demand, that we can perhaps understand one’s sincerity.  When it comes to Juliette, there could be no doubt.  There could be no doubt as to her self-sacrifice.  There could be no doubt as to her self-denial.  By these standards alone, Juliette must be presumed to have offered a lifetime of service and leadership, strictly as the Mishna taught us, for the sake of heaven.  The demands of her position were costly, rather than materially rewarding.  There are many aspect of Juliette Radinsky’s life that we are going to hear about over the next few minutes, but as Rebbetzin, she rose above them all, in terms of her willingness to give of herself, of her time, of her family time, to help us be more whole, to help us heal, to help us celebrate.  

Many of us are familiar with the beautiful rabbinic teaching that says perhaps the day of death is better than the day of one’s birth.  The rabbis in the Mishna compare this to two ships laden with merchandise sailing on the ocean, one coming in and the other going out.  The people were praising the one coming in, and some people stood there and wondered, why are you praising this one and not the one heading out?  They replied to them they are praising the ship that came in because we know that she went out in peace and has returned in peace, and, as to the one now going out, we do not know what her fate will be.  Thus, when a person is born, we do not know what the nature of that person’s deeds will be, but when one departs from this world, we already know the nature of her deeds.

