[image: ][image: ]
image1.png
CHANUKAH 2000
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

an example. This forced many Arab countries to realize that Israel is here to

stay, but it all could be looked on as a coincidence.

In fact, during the time of the Maccabees, it was also hard to see that a miracle
was taking place. After all, it was a period like our own where superpowers
were vying one with another. The Selucid Empire was fighting with the Ptolmy
Empire, and both of them were being challenged by Rome. It was in the
middle of these confrontations and because of them that the Jewish second
commonwealth came into being. The real reason why Judah Maccabee won and
was able to retake the Temple and cleanse it was because Antiochus died. It is
true he had defeated several Greek armies, but the Syrian-Greeks had many
more armies to throw at him, but after Antiochus died, not because of war or
anything Judah did, he left behind a young son who was too young to rule, so,
therefore, Licius took over as regent, but in Mesopotamia, which was also a
Syrian-Greek province at that time, a pretender to the throne arose named

Balas, and Licius did not want to fight on two fronts, so he made peace with

Judah. After he took care of Balas, he came back after Judah. He, however,

had not interest in compelling our people to become pagans. He only wanted
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Crusades and Chelminisky, Jews still want to be Jews. It was a miracle that
Judah Maccabee and his family were willing to sacrifice for Judaism, that they

still wanted to be a light unto the nations, in spite of everything.

That's why Chanukah is eight days. The light was not extinguished until new
oil could be had. The Jewish people still wanted to be Jews and be a light unto
the nations, in spite of everything. They were willing to light the lights even
though they were not sure it would last. The miracle was that they still wanted
to light the lights. In our day, too, the miracle is that Jews still want to be

Jews, in spite of everything. That is the miracle of Chanukah.




