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The story was told about an Englishman, a Frenchman and a Russian who
were discussing what made them the happiest in the world. The Englishman
said, "What makes me the happiest is when I come home on a cold day and
take off my shoes in front of a hot fire and drink a cup of tea". The
Frenchman said, "What makes me the happiest is when I sit down to a
gourmet dinner with a bottle of wine". The Russian said, "What makes me
the happiest is when I am sleeping in the middle of the night and I hear
a knock on the door and it is the Secret Police who say, 'Come with me,

Moshe Rabinowitz' and I turn to them and say, 'I am not Moshe Rabinowitz.

- He lives next door.'" Unfortunately, this is the way the world views

the Jew. This last condemnation of Israel in the U.N. was ridiculous.
Everyone knew that Iraq was building the atomic bomb to use against Israel.
In order to save their oil supply they would say anything.” Jews should
realize that for most of the world we are considered fossils who. have
nothing really to contribute.to the world, and we should stop getting in
the way. We are like retired folk who should stay in the old folks home.
If we come out into the real world they are going to smash us. Those
pedpie who condemn us we can understand. However, what disturbs me more
is our own Jewish people who would agree with these critics. They are
similar to the spies who were sent out by Moses to spy out the land. They
were all great men but they had a terrible fault. They looked at others
and they said, "We are in our eyes like grasshoppers, others are giants".
They had no self-confidence or self-esteem. To them the Jew must always
be a grasshopper. What don't they like about Begin? They don't like the
fact that he is willing to stand up, that he will not curtsyand bdQ and
say the things the world wants to hear. It is true others may be giants
but we are giants, too. Only if you have a positive attitude can you hope
to survive. The generation that thought they were grasshoppers were

condemned to die in the desert. Only a generation which has inner
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confidence and knows that nobody else will stand up for you can survive.
We owe Begin and his government a great debt of gratitude for having

the courage to do what he did. He is a grasshopper in nobody's eyes.
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Three times in the Torah it mentions the word "Ureesem". If mentions it once when Moshe
told the spies "Ureesem, you shall see the land what is it". It is also mentioned at the
end of this Torah portion when we refer to the Tzitzis. It says "Ureesem 0so, and you
shall see it and you shall remember all the Mitzvahs of G-d". It is also mentioned a

third time when Pharaoh spoke to the midwives. It says "Ureesem and you shall see the
Jewish women when they are on the birthstools". Pharaoh commanded the Jewish midwives

that if they would éee a Jewish boy being born they should kill it, but the girls they
could let live. The midwives, of course, did not comply with Pharaoh's command. "Ureesem
and when they saw a Jewish child being born they did not harm him in any way." Ureesem
refers to vision. It refers to seeing more than the immediate circumstances. The Jewish
midwives would not give in to Pharach even though they could be severely punished. They
we re not willing to compromise the Jewish belief in the value of every life. They were
going to make sure that‘the Jewish vision of man lived. The spies, on the other hand, did
not follow Moshe's iﬁéfructions. They did not see with vision. They only saw the
circumstances and what the penalties could be. They did not realize what potentials lie
ahead for man if they followed Jewish vision. They did not want to erter the world with
it. It is our task to try to serve as an exampfe for implementing Jewish vision in the
world, to make sure that human life is éiﬁgys considered sacred, to promote the values
contained in our Torah. This is why also it says to Ureesem and you shall see the Tzitzis.
The most important part of the Tallis is not the embroidery or fabric or the silver Atarah.
It is the fringes. Fringes stand for potentiality. We must look at the fringes of society.
We must remember that‘in life there are strings attached. We must always persevere with
vision, always trying to implement the ideas and ideals of our religion in life. It has
taken thousands of years and still may take another thousand years, but each of us has a
responsibility to implement these values as much as we can in our lifetime. We all hope
and pray that these young people will do so. The story about a Rabbi who received a call
from the IRS. The IRS agent asked him if he could corroborate that Mr. Goodgelt had donated

$10,000 to the Shul. The Rabbi said, "Not exactly". The agent said, "What do you mean

not exactly?" The Rabbi said, "He hasn't done it yet, but I am sure once I tell him about

this call he will". It is all our responsibility to try to implement the vision of our
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The prime requisite to be a Jew is to have hope. Without hope a person can no longer be

a Jew spiritually. Russian Jews today have taught us all a lesson. They have taught us
never to give up hope. In America today we constantly are complaining about problems for
which we should really be grateful and not complain. We complain that our automobiles do
not always work properly when we should be grateful that we have automobiles. We complain
about our government and officials when we should be grateful that we can elect them. We
complain about our schools when we should be grateful that we can approve them, etc. The
people in Russia do not have what we have and yet the literature that has come out from
Russian Jewry is hopeful. In America nobody who is acquainted with American literature
knows that the whole theme of literature for the past 60 years has been depression and
hopelessness. From Hemingway on the theme has been one of despair. We who have everything
have really almost thrown it away. Our young people turn to drink and drugs because they
cannot handle their problems when really they are only simple problems. "The most important
thing in life is our attitude towards problems. Small little problems can overwhelm and
destroy us if we do not have the proper attitude, while major and serious problems will

not break us if we have the right attitude. In Judaism the question is never "Should I
live or not?" The question is always "How can I live better?" The question is never
"Should I be a Jew or not?" but "How can I be a better Jew?" The spies when they were

sent by Moshe to spy out the land were not'éent to answer the question "Should we go and
take the land or not?" The question they were sent to answer was "What is the best way

to take it?" They mistook their mission. They asked the question which doomed them to
live in the desert until that generation died out. They asked the question which brought
into doubt the whole enterprise. They lost hope. When we face problems we should never
say "Can I defeat this problem?" but rather "What is the best way to overcome this problem?"
The spies were no longer Jewish spiritually because they were asking the wrong questions.
We, in Judaism, never question the values of life. We never ask "Should we live or not?"
We ask "How can we live better, how can we be better Jews?" This is the guestion that

the Russian Jews are asking, too. They do not ask "Should we be Jewish?" as many American

Jews do. They have hope for the future even though denied every kind of Jewish education.
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To open a Jewish school in Russia means imprisonment or worse. Only parents can give

their children instruction and even then in a limited way. Trying to practice Judaism

at all will cost you your job, but the Russian Jews try to persevere and be the best Jews
they can. They only ask "How can I get out of here to be a better Jew" or "If I am forced
to be here, how can I be a better Jew in these circumstances?" After the spies gave their
evil report the people started to cry and G-d said, "Because you started to cry for nothing
on this night you will have something to cry for". This was the night of Tisha B'Av.

After the people heard that they were to stay in the desert for 40 years many of them
changed their minds. They now said that they would go up. Vaya Pilu "and they arrogantly
went up". Moshe told them not to go but they went and they were defeated. "Hope cannot
spring from drugs or alecohol or because you have been shamed into doing something. It

can only come from quiet inner confidence, from day to day knowing that you can cope with
your problems if you will but try. .One shot stabs never work. To be Jewish means_to'hape.
To be Jewish meaﬁs to find ways to cope not to give in or give up. The Rabbis say that

the spies were all important men, leaders, Anoshim, but they failed for two reasons. They
failed, one, because they knew that new leaders would be required in Israel and they could
not fill the bill. They did not feel that they could cope not being the leaders. Two,
they said that the people in the Land of Canaan were too strong. They used the word Az

not the word Chazak. Az stands for idol worship. They did not think that their people
could measure up to the problems of the land so instead of coping with the problems they
retreated. They preferred the desert. Judaism tells us that we can cope. It gives us
hope. Otherwise, we are already dead when we are living like the generation who wandered-
in the desert, alive but already dead. At the end of this Torah portion we learn about

the Tzitzis. One might think that the most important part of the Tallis should be the
silver Atarah or embroidery or the fabric, but it is not. It is the strings. Those things
which we do not take sefiously, which we hardly think about are the things that make us
Jewish. It is the attitude of hope. Without it nothing else will work. The story about

a business man who was not too well liked in town whose obituary was accidentally put in

the paper. When the man read it he became irate and he called the newspaper editor and
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said, "You know that you ran my obituary today?" The editor said, "I know. Could you

please tell me where you are calling from." If we do not want to be dead while we are

living we should always have hope.
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In life today all too often we forget the basic underlying concept and we concentrate
too much on details. When it comes to prayer the most important thing is that there

is a G-d Who can hear, Who can listen. If you do not believe that there is a G-d

Who can hear your prayers then you will not pray. The argument is not whether we

should pray in Hebrew or English or have this prayer or that prayer. That is not

the basic argument today. The basic argument today is whether to pray at all. For

many people coming to synagogue is juét an act of affirming their Jewishness or an

act of family solidarity to celebrate a life turning event. These people do not believe
that it does any good to pray to G-d. Even if He is 1isténing He cannot do anything
about it so all the arguments about how we should préy are really irrelevant. The

same thing is true in this week's Torah portion’when we speak about the spies. They
asked the wrong questions. The word that is used here to describe their mission is
"Vayasuru" "and they shall tour." In fgct; it is the same as our modern ﬁnglish word
for "tourist." They were not called ﬁéon to spy the land or bring back a report about
the military fitness of the country. In fact, the questions Moshe asked were about
whether it was a good land or bad land, whether the land was capable or producing

rich crops or scarce crops. iThere is only one question tha; coulé even be interpreted
as a military question, and that was if they lived in camp; or open cities. The spies
knew their job was not to spy out the land. Moshe did not say "Irraglu." He said
"Yetoru." They were to g0 on a mission to Israel to bring back the people a first
hand report of the land so they should be excited about it and want to enter it.

Moshe, after alI, could not give them a first hand report of the land. He had no
first hand knowledge of it. That's why the produce of the land was stressed and
whether it was a good land and whether there were trees on it, etc. According to
Jewish law, a man and woman are not to marry until they see each other. The Jewisgh
people were to be married to the land. They had to know each other first. The spies

erred because they asked the wrong question. The question they were called upon

to ask was, "Is this a good land?" Instead, they went with the question, '"Can we
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still be leaders of the Jewish people if we enter this land?" They realized right
away that they could not anymore be leaders of the Jewish people. They did not have
the abilities or talents needed. It says about them "Anosheem Hamo." They were

man. They were leaders of Israel, but they were only fit to be leaders in the desert,
in the "Galut." They did not have what it takes to be leaders in Israel. This is
similar today when many Zionist leaders from America go to Israel. They stay a few
months and then come right back. 1In Israel they are greeners. No one makes dinners
for them or gives them plaques. It is only Americans who get to see the Prime Minister.
Try to see him if you are only an Israeli. In Israel different skills are needed.
The spies who entered the Land of Israel concluded that if they could not be leaders
nobody would be leaders. After all, they were indispensable. Unfortunately, even
today we find leaders who have the philosophy "Rule or ruin; I am the one who knows
best and if my views do not prevail then let the institution fail." Only Kaleiv

Ben Yofuna and Joshua did not concur with the report of the spies, Joshua because

he was Moshe's closesg confidante and student, he was Moshe's '"Meshares." He stayed
in the tent with Moshe. Koleiv, though, was different than the other spies. He

was "Koleiv" "all heart." He went to visit the graves of the patriarchs. He had

a vision of the future. It did not make any difference if he was the leader or not.
He wanted the vision of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be implemented. 1In this same
Torah portion that we learned about the spies we learn about the Tzitzis, the fringes
that are put on our garments. We learn that we should look at these fringes and

we should remember all the Mitzvahs of G-d and do them so that we will not turn aftef
our hearts or our eyes. It mentions our heart before our eyes. Why is our heart
mentioned first? After all, the heart is an internal organ. It is our eyes that
bring us messages from the outside. However, this is not really true. We see what
we want to see. I remember once more than 25 years ago when I just bought a house,

a windstorm came and blew the roof off my house. On the way to work I saw all the
roofs, how they were made, what color they were, etc. Before that I never saw a

roof. I had no need to see. We see what is in our hearts. The vision in our hearts



SHLACH LECHA 1984
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky
PAGE THREE

is what determines what we see. Kolaiv was all heart. He understood the vision

of the forefathers. He did not say only, "How could I be a leader?" He saw what
was needed to be done in order for the Jewish people to settle on this good land.
Tzitzis are important because they teach us about potentiality. You might think
looking at the cloth garment that the garment is important, not the fringes, but

the Torah is telling us that this cloth is made from these threads or fringes. It
is the fringes which have potentiality, which can be made of different shapes and
textures. It is up to us to always have vision, to not just see things as they

are but as they could be. We must each have vision. The rabbis say that the other
spies said, "Efes Keaz" "but the people are strong', but it can mean "fhe people

of Canaan are filled with Avoda Zora, idol worship." The other leaders thought that
the idol worshippers would be too strong in Canaan, and they did not want to take
the people from the desert into the Land of Canaan because of it. Kolaiv knew this
idol worship could be overcéme, too. Leadership requires vision, what can be not
just what is. Unfortunately, there are many people who lack vision. There are many
people who said day schools in this country would be impossible and did not even

try while others said, '"We can do it and we will do it." They had vision. I am
reminded of the story they tell about a man who sent his assistant to deliver a package.
The assistant came back four hours later and he still had the package. vThe boss
looked at him and said, "How come you didn't deliver the package?" He answered,

"I didn't deliver the package because I couldn't find the address." The boss said,
"If I would have known that I was sending a jerk, I would have gone myself." Unfortunately,
there are too many people today who are acting without vision, who either want to

ruin a rule or are afraid to do things positively and, unfortumately, act like jerks.
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In the Torah portiox}\SIach :Lf;ch?\we learn about the incident of the spiei;\ how Moshe sent /
twelve spies to the land of Israe’f{ and how ten came back with an evil report. They did not
tell lies about the land, but they told lies about their own potentiality to conquer the land.
Because these ten spies so discouraged the people, the people refused to go up to % d of M

Wiy faidue 4o cﬂeﬁ/ﬁ

Israel. They cried all night in their tents. Because of shet, they were fo 0 wander in the

desert for fo ears as punishment{or-thei
Ity years as p Z{

In this same Torah portio%we also learh about the tzitzis that we all wear on our tallises and

tallis katons: I&s&yjArﬁi G-d said to Moshe saying, 'Speak to the sons of Israel and you / |
should tell them they should make tzitzis on the edges of their garments for their generations,

and they should put on their tzitzis a gold thread, and you will see it and you will remember

 all the mitzvahs of G-d and you will do tllélﬁ, and you will not turn after your hedft and aﬁer
1duis which you are going astray after them.'” I8 ery strange that this paragraph about 1/
tzitzis, which we read twice a day when we say the S/t%la, is found in this Torah portion with

the spies. What does this have to do with the spies? After all, G-d is telling the Jewish

people that they should have fringes on ‘Fheir garment with one of the fringes be'm;/blue 50
that-when the Jewish peoplé) fs:.‘these‘ fringes they will remind themselves that they have
responsibilities to G-d/‘\ e;r have to do the mitzvahs and not go astray after their heart

and after their eyes. 6f course, you could claim that the connection between these two

passages, the passage about the spies and the passage about the tzitzis that we are commanded

to wear on our garments, has to do with the word Sasu because the spies were commanded to

tour the land, to reconnoiter the land. Here we also have Losasu, we should not turn, and it
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is actually the same word in Hebrew - turn after your eyes and hearts. The spies turned after

their eyes and hearts. They saw the facts but they misinterpreted them, so it could be that

!
- : 0 AClrwng ONng .
this is the connecuzgf_ SIS/ a very tenuous-connectionr

by examin j ?"
'/Perhaps »f-»lgﬁme' tvllle itzis we can understand why i this paragraph of the tzitzis

is in such close proximity to the story about the spies. Also, why is it that women do not

have to wear tzitzis? Why does this only refer to the men? I-we look-at the-tzitzis-
’t ZJCHS

c&reful-}y—we—m-l-l—ﬂeﬂee-mat-the ;abbls say # is equivalent to all the mitzvahs. The reason

y that you can just fulfil] the mitzvah of tzitzis without fulfilling

Mtﬁbeﬁé -—

any of the other mltzva.hs b&t this means that it is a/¥ery important mitzvah, like Shabbos is

Pz, A
a very important mitzvah, but-what-the rahbis meas at | word tzitzis itself, comes out
| 74 il = ’fﬂ Ao é—(j

to the 613 commandments. You have the jzadek, which stands for mae, the yud, Wthh
stands for ten and you repeat it twice, so that is 200, and then you have the tof, which is
400. Two hundred plus four hundred is six hundred, and then you have eight threads and
five knots, which is thirteen, and you end up with 61%{3 rabbis say that when the Jewish
Vv ‘people were in Egyp‘t/\they had to wear a special Jewish star, like Hitler made us wear, a
special hadge whic!/s;howed that we were slaves. The Jewish people could always be
recognized. They were the persecuted, hounded, demeaned slaves, and when the Jewxsh
people were redeemed from Egypt, they tore off this badge of slavery, "wa.é

that they were servants to G-d but to no one else. The tzitzis were a badge of honor. The

rabbis also say that the tzitzis had a blue thread because the blue is comparable to the sea,
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which is comparable to the heavens, which is comparable to the throne of G-d. There-is-an
persis s - s
argument among the rabbis about whether ernot you can even wear tzitzis without the blue.

N

The rabbis say you can wear either all white or all blue. Rabbi HaNosi said you have to

have both the blue and the white in the tzitzisﬁl;ere is also an argument about the color of /

the blue. What is it? Nwa Dagk blue? Azure blue? Rashi says that it is a dark blue,

comparable to the sky wh-ich—is—dafkened—?::ﬁward evening. The reason Rashi says that is

because he derives it from the word Techeles, which comes from an Arabic word which

means mourning, mourning after the loss of a relative, and here the Jewish people donned

these tzitzis after the death of the firstborn in Egypt. This, of course, meant that the blue

stands for the fulfillment of G-d's promise beema-se—G-é—had—p;em%seﬁfhey would be

redeemed and they were redeemed. That is how Rashi explains the word Techeles.

Maimonides, the Rambam, on the other hand, explains that the blue is the azure blue of

midday. It is the sunny, happy blue, that G-d's promises do not have to always be filled
/vith tragedy but can also be ﬁ;l;:lyﬂm the blue, happy, sun of midday. 'I'here-is’:als?(.a -

disagreement among the rabbi%exéctly how many threads have to be blue. We know that the

tzitzis are formed of four long threads which are turned over, which make eight. According

to the Rambam, one of the eight threads has to be blue. According to the Ravid, two of

them have to be blue. According to the Tosos and Rashi, four of the eight have to be blue.

What is going on here?

The rabbis explain that white is really a symbol of reason. In fact, even in Hebrew when
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they say something is Levan, white, it means it is clear and reasonable and the analysis is
correct. You have the same thing in the Talmud. When it says Mechavra, that something is
clear, it is white. When something is blue, it means that it is mysterious. We cannot
understand everything about it. In Jewish life we are confronted with practicalities. On the
other hand, we know there are many mysteries in life. The mystery of Jewish existence is
one of them. We know that we have to act not only practically buié{c(gording to the mystery /
~of Judaism, according to the things which we really cannot understandfwhich really stand for
/ G-d's promise%or example, of all places to build a Jewish homeland, Israel would seem to
/' be the worst pl%{ere they were surrounded by 40 million enemies when they started and
now by perhaps over 120 million enemies, and there was such hatred because Israel is the
symbol of the modern world, and the Moslem world has not quite ﬁgured out how to
integrate the modern world with its traditional values. We have not even done that
compietely. Of course, we know that the Jew is the scapegoat, the focus of all this hatred.

It would probably have been better if we wanted to build a homeland, to build it someplace

in Sowth Africa. Maybe the Uganda Proposal was right, maybe to build it someplace else,

-
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like they\;;éfﬁféd to do il\ \fheFi a)but we all know that that would not have worked
because that was not G-d's promise; G-d's promise was the land of Israel. The same thing is
true about the language. When Israel was just in its infancy in 191%there was a language
war about what the language should be. Many people wanted German. Germany at that time
was a very liberal country that was friendly to the Jews. There was a language war. It was

not clear that Hebrew would win out, but we all know that Hebrew has to be the language of
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the Jews because that's what G-d's promise was. We all know that even in this country when
we have to face so many problems of assimilation and acculturation that it would be much
more practical just to basically give up, but we are always fighting and trying to build
schools, which have such high tuitions, and we are all trying to maintain our traditions and
do the mitzvahs when we are constantly being attacked and harangued by the general culture.
In fact, this week we just suffered a terrible defeat in the Supreme Court. The Supreme
Court found unconstitutional the Religious Freedom Act. The reason this is so dangerous is
that now the Supreme Court says that as long as a law is not directed against a particular
religion that applies to everybody, you do not have to take into account religious practices.
This, of course, has been the case in the United States since the time of the Mormons when
the Mormons had to give up polygamy for Utah to become a state. We do not take into
account any religious differences. If a state would pass a law that everybody-has to go to
school on Saturday, I guess we would have to go to school on Saturday. We could not get
out with our religious exemption. They could get rid of kashruth, too, by claiming it was
inhumane and it was cruel to animals, because it is not directed specifically agamst us. ,é, W

is a terrible challenge we are going to face. I&-msght—be—mow—pmeﬂsal_ﬁa? we Jews 0 just M

give up and assimilate but we know that that is not G-d's promise. We have to see not only

Vthe white but we also have to see the blue. If we see G-d's promise, we are eventually going

to be able to overcome all problems. f IWe know that for the last 2000 years almos}\lt has . }
panTs bV ‘6
been very difficult to get any of this blue. One of the reasons NAS- i as also

%KO%W

the royal purple of Rome and of other kings, and, therefore, ﬁas limited how.much-of-this--
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you could use. The Romans did not want the Jews to use this. Also, after the destruction
caused by the revolts, the people who knew how to make this blue dye were wiped out, and
the secret was lost. Therefore, we knew that there still had to be a blue, but we could not
see it. Rabbi Yehuda says that the Jews have to see it physically if they are to continue to be
Jews. The rabbis say, no, we can have it all white, but we have to know there-#s a blue A;d /
there. We have to fecl that &b@:e—%lu;ﬁ/ tshere. In fact, a hundred years ago the Rebbe of
the Chassidim thought that they found the blue, and they started to put the blue back in the
tzitzis. Today there are many people who feel that we do know what the blue is. We know
that it comes from a special animal, a sea urchin, a shell fish that grows between Haifa and
Tyre. There is a whole movement now to put back ijge blue in the tzitzis, but the
important thing is we have to remember we have to see G-d's promise always before us. If
we do not see G-d's promise before us, if we act only on practicalities, we will act like the
spies acted and we will give up the land of Israel and our position and our Judaism. That
happens. The spies were great men, men of great knowledge and analysis, but they lost
heart. They could not see G-d's promise anymore. They would rather just stay in the desert.
Maybe Judaism was only meant to be a small group who sits and studies and learns Torah in
the desert and has no business entering history, Jaes no/@s being part of the worid.

They forgot all about G-d's promise. We Jews have to remember about G-d's promise.

The reason women do not have to wear tzitzis is the women were never taken in by the spies.

It was the women who kept Judaism in Egypt when the men had given up. The women did

6
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not fall for the excuses of the spies not to go into the land of Israel. In fact, it is because of
the stubbornness of the Jewish women that Judaism actually survived in America. How many
grandmothers were there who would not eat treif, who made sure their houses were still
kosher? How many grandmothers do we know who were the pillar of Jewishness in the sense
that they insisted chﬂ%;;hildren and grandchildren got a Hebrew education? The rabbis
say that it was thanks to the women that Judaism has survived, and that is true because
women have more of a sense of the mystery of life than men do. They are the carriers and
bearers of life. Therefore, they are more sensitive to the mystery of life. The mystery of
life teaches us that there is a promise, G-d has made a promise to our people. In fact, it is
almost a miracle that the secular Jews in Israel are the ones who would not go anywhere else
| Kut gzto/lsrael_.‘ ~ They would not found a Jewish state anyplace else, and they will only speak
Hebrew, and they are still looking for Jewish forms. True, many of them are far from our
tradition but they are coming back. Maybe it will take a few generations. There are many
others who observe some mitzvahs, but they do not believe in the promise anymore. They
will probably be the last generatfon of Jews in their family. We have to see that blue. If we
do not see the blue, we are in ttrouble. We know that now if we have really feund-eut-how
to make that blue again, j has to be ovgvious to everyone, because ifit-is-obvioustc...

eue.ra;g( then the Jewish people will all see the promise and then we will all survive.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a rabbi who came to America and was obtaining

money for his yeshiva. He went to a very rich Jew who was very secular who hated all
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tradition. The people warned him when he went there that this person wés not going to be
too receptive, but he said he would go talk to him anyway. The man was enthralled by the
rabbi and said, "I tell you what, I will give you a million dollars but on one condition: that
none of your students weaia yarmulka when they learn Torah or when they pray or eat, and
that none of them ever weafa_ talli}\ea:ej;en when they pray."” The rabbi thought a minute
and said, "Okay, I agree to your condition.”" The man said, "I am going to come to your
yeshiva in six months, and if I find anybody wearing a yarmulka or a tallis, you owe me
$10,000." The rabbi said, "Okay, it's a deal. I'll lose my million dollars and have to give
you $10,000 on top. It's a deal.” Sure enough, six months later this very secular Jewm
to Israel, and the rabbi met him at the airport é.nd drove him to the city where his yeshiva
was. As they turned the corner into the city, the.:aa%e/ secular Jew noticed a big sign. It

' said, "Yeshiva High School for Girls." We all know that we have to see the blue. We have
to see G-d's promise, -and if we see-G-d's promisc;-themr everything is possible. Let's all
hope and pray that we will all see G-d's promise so the Mashiach will come quickly in our

day. Amen.
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In thmo%ﬂach Lechy\we learn about the incident of the spiess how Moshe sent v
A

twelve spies to the land of Israe{ and how ten came back with an evil report. They did not

tell lies about the land, but they told lies about their own potentiality to conquer the land.

Because these ten spies so dxscouraged the people, the people m to go up to ,42&1 d of i Z

Israel. They cried all night in their tents. Because of shet, tl‘{ey were fo ﬁo wander in the

desert for fo ears as punishmen
Ity years as p );{

In this same Torah portio%we also learn about the tzitzis that we all wear on our tallises and

tallis katons I "And G-d said to Moshe saying, 'Speak to the sons of Israel and you /
should tell them they should make tzitzis on the edges of their garments for their generations,

and they should put on their tzitzis a gold thread, and you will see it and you will remember

all the mitzvahs of G-d and you will do thettt, and you will not turn after your heatt and after
idois which you are going astray after them. ™ I8 very strange that this paragraph about 1/
tzitzis, which we read twice a day when we say the S]/Q\na, is found in thiS Torah portion with

the spies. What does this have to do with the spies? After all, G-d is telling the Jewish

people that they should have fringes on \tl\teir garment with one of the fringes bein;/blue so
that-when the Jewish peoplg meges they will remind themselves that they have
responsibilities to G—d/‘\ ey have to do the mitzvahs and not go astray after their heart

and after their eyes. 6f course, you could claim that the connection between these two

passages, the passage about the spies and the passage about the tzitzis that we are commanded

to wear on our garments, has to do with the word Sasu because the spies were commanded to

tour the land, to reconnoiter the land. Here we also have Losasu, we should not turn, and it
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is actually the same word in Hebrew - turn after your eyes and hearts. The spies turned after

their eyes and hearts. They saw the facts but they misinterpreted them, so it could be that

!
this is the COHDCCHO} a very tenuous-cennection-

7 bY exdmivi .‘ , | 7
'/Perhaps l-h%—e*&mmc‘ trllle itzis, we can understand why ibel “this paragraph of the tzitzis

is in such close proximity to the story about the spies. Also, why is it that women do not

have to wear tzitzis? Why does this only refer to the men? H-we lock-at-the-tzitzis-
421215
carcfﬂ’d-y,—we—w-il-}—neﬁee-thaf—ﬂ-:e ;abbis say it is equivalent to all the mitzvahs. The reason

thie§ esetly that you can just fulfil] the mitzvah of tzitzis without fulfilling
ot be T3z -=

any of the other mxtzvahs but tlns means that it is ajvery important mitzvah, like Shabbos is

4/

avery important mitzvah, but-what-the rahhis rpeas at she word tzitzis itself, comes out
| P 20 o & L
to the 613 commandments. You have the.t.za&k Wthh sta.nds for mae, the yud, whlch B ';,’,

———— P N

stands for ten and you repeat it twice, so that is 200, and then you have the tof, which is/

~—

400. Two hundred plus four hundred is six hundred, and then you have eight threads and

five knots, which is thirteen, and you end up with 61%&3 rabbis say that when the Jewish v
/"people were in Egyp‘t/\they had to wear a special Jewish star, like Hitler made us wear, a

special hadge whic%howed that we were slaves. The Jewish people could élways be

recognized. They were the persecuted, hounded, demeaned slaves, and when the Jew1sh

people were redeemed from Egypt, they tore off this badge of slavery, —fﬁug

that they were servants to G-d but to no one else. The tzitzis were a badge of honor. The

rabbis also say that the tzitzis had a blue thread because the blue is comparable to the sea,
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which is comparable to the heavens, which is comparable to the throne of G-d. Fhere-is-an
ersisTs - :
argument among the rabbis about whether erpot you can even wear tzitzis without the blue. v

N

The rabbis say you can wear either all white or all blue. Rabbi HaNosi said you have to

have both the blue and the white in the tzitzis.‘ﬂl;ere is also an argument about the color of /

the blue. What is it? Navy blue?’ Degc blue? Azure blus? Rash says that i is & dark blue,

comparable to the sky wh-ich—:'rs-d&rkeaed—toward evening. The reason Rashi says that is

because he derives it from the word Techeles, which comes from an Arabic word which

means mourning, mourning after the loss of.a relative, and here the Jewish people donned

these tzitzis after the death of the firstborn in Egypt. This, of course, meant that the blue

stands for the fulfillment of G-d's promise beee&se—G—d—had—ppem-iseﬁ?hey would be

redeemed and they were redeemed. - That is how Rashi explains the word Techeles.

Maimonides, the Rambam, on the other hand, explains that the blue is the azure blue of

midday. It is the sunny, happy blue, that G-d's promises do not have to always be filled
‘/with tragedy but can also be ﬁ:i;dym the blue, happy, sun of midday. There«is’_i als%a v

disagreement among the rabbi%exéctly how many threads have to be blue. We knéw that the

tzitzis are formed of four long threads which are turned over, which make eight. According

to the Rambam, one of the eight threads has to be blue. According to the Ravid, two of

them have to be blue. According to the Tosos and Rashi, four of the eight have to be blue.

What is going on here?

The rabbis explain that white is really a symbol of reason. In fact, even in Hebrew when
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- they say something is Levan, white, it means it is clear and reasonable and the analysis is
correct. You have the same thing in the Talmud. When it says Mechavra, that something is
clear, it is white. When something is blue, it means that it is mysterious. We cannot
understand everything about it. In Jewish life we are confronted with practicalities. On the
other hand, we know there are many mysteries in life. The mystery of Jewish existence is

3ls0
one of them. We know that we have to act not only practically bu}\ according to the mystery \/

—

of Judaism, according to the things which we really cannot understand, which really stand for
/ G-d's promise-c.?(For example, of all places to build a Jewish homeland, Israel would seem to
be the worst pla@g./Here they were surrounded by 40 million enemies when they started and
now by perhaps over 120 million enemies, and there was such hatred because Israel is the
symbol of the modern world, and the Moslem wprld has not quite fi_gured out how to
integrate the modern world with its traditional values. We have not even done that
compietely. Of course, we know that the Jew is the scapegoat, the focus of all this hatred.
It would probably have been better if we wanted to build a homeland, to build it someplace
in Sowth Africa. Maybe the Uganda Proposal was right, maybe to build it( someplace else,

—
like they wanted to do ir<

('@but we all know that that would not have worked
because that was not G-d's promise; G-d's promise was the land of Israel. The same thing is
true about the language. When Israel was just in its infancy in 191;\there was a language
war about what the language should be. Many people wanted German. Germany at that time

was a very liberal country that was friendly to the Jews. There was a language war. It was

not clear that Hebrew would win out, but we all know that Hebrew has to be the language of
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the Jews because that's what G-d's promise was. We all know that even in this country when
we have to face so many problems of assimilation and acculturation that it would be much
more practical just to basically give up, but we are always fighting and trying to build
schools, which have such high tuitions, and we are all trying to maintain our traditions and
do the mitzvahs when we are constantly being attacked and harangued by the general culture.
/ 4( In fact, this week we just suffered a terrible defeat in the Supreme Court. The Supreme
Court found unconstitutional the Religious Freedom Act. The reason this is so dangerous is
that now the Supreme Court says that as long as a law is not directed againét a particular
religion that applies to everybody, you do not have to take into account religious practices.
This, of course, has been the case in the United States since the time of the Mormons when
the Mormons had to give up polygamy for Utah to become a state. We do not take into
account any religious differences. If a state would-pzss alaw that everybody:-has to go to -
school on Saturday, I guess we would have to go to school on Saturday. We could not get
out with our religious exemption. They could get rid of kashruth, too, by claiming it was
inhumane and it was cruel to animgls, becaﬁse it is not directed specifically against us. Thé

mor 2/

- h ot

is a terrible challenge we are going to face. K-might-be-more-praetical for we Jews to just f“’m’
r=s

give up and assimilate but we know that that is not G-d's promise. We have to see not only
the white but we also have to see the blue. If we see G-d's promise, we are eventually going

to be able to overcome all problems.E I:We know that for the last 2000 years almos}\lt has

y,yﬁ b}
been very difficult to get any of this blue. Cne of the reasons m also
@, b He

the royal purple of Rome and of other kings, and, therefore, ﬁas limited how-much-ef-this—
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you could use. The Romans did not want the Jews to use this. Also, aﬂef the destruction
caused by the revolts, the people who knew how to make this blue dye were wiped out, and
the secret was lost. Therefore, we knew that there still had to be a blue, but we could not
see it. Rabbi Yehuda says that the Jews have to see it physically if they are to continue to be
Jews. The rabbis say, no, we can have it all white, but we have to know there-is a blue A:d ‘/
there. We have to feel that -ebese—%lust/ fhere. In fact, a hundred years ago the Rebbe of
the Chassidim thought that they found the blue, and they started to put the blue back in the
tzitzis. Today there are many people who feel that we do know what the blue is. We know
that it comes from a special animal, a sea urchin, a shell fish that grows between Haifa and
Tyre. There is a whole movement now to put back i-rztﬁe blue in the tzitzis, but the
important thing is we have to remember we have to see G-d's promise always before us. If
we do not see G-d's promise before us, if we act only on practicalities, we will act like the
spies acted and we will give up the land of Israel and our position and our Judaism. That
happens. The spies were great men, men of great knowledge and analysis, but they lost
heart. They, could not see G-d's promise anymore. They would rather just stay in the desert.
Maybe Judaism was only meant to be a small group who sits and studies and learns Torah in
the desert and has no business entering history, J=®% no/@s being part of the worid.

They forgot all about G-d's promise. We Jews have to remember about G-d's promise.

The reason women do not have to wear tzitzis is the women were never taken in by the spies.

It was the women who kept Judaism in Egypt when the men had given up. The women did

6
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not fall for the excuses of the spies not to go into the land of Israel. In fac£, it is because of
the stubbornness of the Jewish women that Judaism actually survived in America. How many
grandmothers were there who would not eat treif, who made sure their houses were still
kosher? How many grandmothers do we know who were the pillar of Jewishness in the sense
that they insisted thafZeir/children and grandchildren got a Hebrew education? The rabbis
say that it was thanks to the women that Judaism has survived, and that is true because
women have more of a sense of the mystery of life than men do. They are the carriers and
bearers of life. Therefore, they are more sensitive to the mystery of life. The mystery of
life teaches us that there is a promise, G-d has made a promise to our people. In fact, it is
almost a miracle that the secular Jews in Israel are the ones who would not go anywhere else
| A gﬁsrael. _ Thgy would not found a Jewish state anyplace else, and they will only speak
Hebrew, and they are still looking for Je\xfish forms. True, many of them are far from our
tradition but they are coming back. Maybe it will take a few generations. There are many
others who observe some mitzvahs, but they do not believe in the promise anymore. They
will probably be the last generatién of Jews in their family. We have to see that blue. If we
do not see the blue, we are in ttrouble. We know that now if we have really found-euthow
" to make that blue again, j has to be ogvious to everyone, because ifit-ts-obvious-to—

eueq;_g( then the Jewish people will all see the promise and then we will all survive.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a rabbi who came to America and was obtaining

money for his yeshiva. He went to a very rich Jew who was very secular who hated all
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tradition. The people warned him when he went there that this person was not going to be
too receptive, but he said he would go talk to him anyway. The man was enthralled by the
rabbi and said, "I tell you what, I will give you a million dollars but on one condition: that
none of your students weafa yarmulka when they learn Torah or when they pray or eat, and
that none of them ever weajfa_ talli}\euege/ven when they pray.” The rabbi thought a minute

and said, "Okay, I agree to your condition. The man said, "I am going to come to your
yeshiva in six months, and if I find anybody wearing a yarmulka or a tallis, you owe me
$10,000." The rabbi said, "Okay, it's a deal. I'll lose my million dqllars and have to give
you $10,000 on top. It's a deal.” Sure enough, six months later this very secular Jewm
to Israel, and the rabbi met him at the airport ;and drove him to the city where his yeshiva
was. As they turned the corner into the city, thaeﬁ{ secular Jew noticed a big sign. It

' said, "Yeshiva High School for Girls."” We all know that we have to see the blue. We havé
to sece G-d's promisc;-and-if wesee-G-d's promisc;-then-everything is possible. Let's all
hope and pray that we will all see G-d's promise so the Mashiach will come quickly in our

day. Amen.
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In the Torah portion, Shelach, we learn about the incident of the spies: how Moshe sent
twelve spies to the land of Israel, and how ten came back with an evil report. They did not tell
lies about the land, but they told lies about their own potentiality to conquer the land. Because
these ten spies so discouraged the people, the people refused to go up to the land of Israel. They
cried all night in their tents. Because of their failure to go up to the land of Israel, they were
forced to wander in the desert for forty years as punishment.

In this same Torah portion, we also learn about the tzitzis that we all wear on our tallisim
and tallis katons: “And G-d said to Moshe saying, ‘Speak to the sons of Israel and you should
tell them they should make tzitzis on the edges of their garments throughout their generations,
and they should put on their tzitzis a blue thread, and you will see it and you will remember all
the mitzvahs of G-d and you will do them, and you will not turn after your heart and after idols
which you ére going astray after them.”” How very strange that this paragraph about tzitzis,
which we read twice a day when we say the Shema, is found in this Torah portion with the spies.
What does this have to do with the spies? After all, G-d is telling the Jewish people that they
should have fringes on their garment with bne of the fringes blue so the Jewish people upon
seeing these fringes will remind themselves that they have responsibilities to G-d, that they have
tot do the mitzvahs and not go astray after their heart and after their eyes. Of course, you could
claim that the connection between these two passages, the passage about the spies and the
passage about the tzitzis that we are commanded to wear on our garments, has to do with the

word Sasu because the spies were commanded to tour the land, to reconnoiter the land. He we



also have Losasu, we should not turn, and it is actually the same word in Hebrew — turn after
your eyes and hearts. The spies turned after their eyes and hearts. They saw the facts they
misinterpreted them, so it could be that this is the connection though seemingly a very tenuous
one.

Perhaps by examining the tzitzis we can understand why this paragraph of the tzitzis is in
such close proximity to the story about the spies. Also, why is it that women do not have to wear
tzitzis? Why does this only refer to the men? Rabbis say tzitzis is equivalent to all the mitzvahs.
The reason for the concept is that you can just fulfill the mitzvah of tzitzis without fulfilling any
of the other mitzvahs is not to be taken literally — this means that it is a very important mitzvah,
like Shabbos is a very important mitzvah — is that the word tzitzis, itself comes out to the 613
commandments. You have the tzade, which stands for ninety; the yud, which stands for ten and
you repeat it twice, so that is 200; and then you have the tof, which is 400. Two hundred plus
four hundred is six hundred; and then you have eight threads and five knots, which is thirteen;
and you end up with 613.

The rabbis say that when the Jewish people were in Egypt, they had to wear a special
Jewish star, like Hitler made us wear, a special badge which showed that we were slaves. The
Jewish people could always be recognized. They were the persecuted, hounded, demeaned
slaves, and when the Jewish people were redeemed from Egypt, they tore off this badge of
slavery, thus showing that they were servant to G-d but no one else. The tzitzis were a badge of
honor. The rabbis also say that the tzitzis had a blue thread because the blue is comparable to the
sea, which is comparable to the heavens, which is comparable to the throne of G-d. An argument

persists among the rabbis about whether you can even wear tzitzis without the blue. The rabbis



say you can wear either all white or all blue. Rabbi HaNosi said you have to have both the blue
and the white in the tzitzis.

There is also an argument about the color of the blue. What is it? Navy blue? Dark
blue? Azure blue? Rashi says that it is a dark blue, comparable to the sky that darkens toward
evening. The reason Rashi says that is because he derives it from the Techeles, which comes
from an Arabic word which means mourning, mourning after the loss of a relative, and here the
Jewish people donned these tzitzis after the death of the firstborn in Egypt. This, of course,
meant that the blue stands for the fulfillment of G-d’s promise that they would be redeemed and
they were redeemed. That is how Rashi explains the word Techeles. Maimonides, the Rambam,
on the other hand, explains that the blue is the azure blue of the midday. It is the sunny, happy
blue, that G-d’s promises do not have to always be filled with tragedy but can also be filled with
the blue, happy, sun of midday. There is also a disagreement among the rabbis over exactly how
many threads have to be blue. We know that the tzitzis are formed our four long threads which
are turned over, which make eight. According to the Rambam, one of the eight threads has to be
blue. According to the Ravid, two of them have to be blue. According to the Tosos and Rashi,
four of the eight have to be blue. What is going on here?

The rabbis explain that white is really a symbol of reason. In fact, even in Hebrew, when
they say something is Levan, white, it means it is clear and reasonable and the analysis is correct.
You have the same thing in the Talmud. When it say Mechavra, that something is clear, it is
white. When something is blue, it means that it is mysterious. We cannot understand everything
about it. In Jewish life, we are confronted with practicalities. On the other hand, we know there

are many mysteries in life. The mystery of Jewish existence is one of them. We know that we



have to act not only practically but also according to the mystery of Judaism, according to the
things which we really cannot understand — which really stand for G-d’s promise.

For example, of all places to build a Jewish homeland, Israel would seem to be the worst
place. Here they were surrounded by 40 million enemies when they started and now by perhaps
over 120 million enemies, and there was such hatred because Israel is the symbol of the modern
world, and the Moslem world has not quite figured out how to integrate the modern world with
its traditional values. We have not even done that completely. Of course, we know that the Jew
is the scapegoat, the focus of all this hatred. It would probably have been better if we wanted to
build a homeland, to build it someplace in Africa. Maybe the Uganda Proposal was right but we
all know that would not have worked because that was not G-d’s promise; G-d’s promise was the
land of Israel. The same thing is true about the language. When Israel was just in its infancy in
1912, there was a language war about what the language should be. Many people wanted
German. Germany at that time was a very liberal country that was friendly to the Jews. There
was a language war. It was not clear that Hebrew would win out, but we all know that Hebrew
has to be the language of the Jews because that is what G-d’s promise was. We all know that
even in this country when we have to face so many problems of assimilation and acculturation
that it would be much more practical just to basically give up, but we are always fighting and
trying to maintain our traditions and do the mitzvahs when we are constantly being attacked and
harangued by the general culture.

In fact, this week we just suffered a terrible defeat in the Supreme Court. The Supreme
Court found unconstitutional the Religious Freedom Act. The reason this is so dangerous is that
now the Supreme Court says that as long as a law is not directed against a particular religion that

applies to everybody, you do not have to take into account religious practices. This, of course,




has been the case in the United States since the time of the Mormons when the Mormons had to
give up polygamy for Utah to become a state. We do not take into account any religious
differences. If a state would pass a law that everybody has to go to school on Saturday, I guess
we would have to go to school on Saturday. We could not get out with our religious exemption.
They could get rid of kashruth, too, by claiming it was inhumane it was cruel to animals, because
it is not directed specifically against us. This is a terrible challenge we are going to face. We
Jews might be more practical to just give up and assimilate but we know that is not G-d’s
promise. We have to see not only the white but we also have to see the blue. If we see G-d’s
promise, we are eventually going to be able to overcome all problems.

We know that for the last 2000 years almost, it has been very difficult to get any of this
blue. One of the reasons was this blue was also the royal purple of Rome and of other kings,
and, therefore was limited as to the amount you could use. The Romans did not want the Jews to
use this. Also, after the destruction caused by the revolts, the people who knew how to make this
blue dye were wiped out, and the secret was lost. Therefore, we knew that there still had to be a
blue, but we could not see it. Rabbi Yehuda says that the Jews have to see it physically if they
are to continue to be Jews. The rabbis say, no, we can have it all white, but we have to know a
blue is there. We have to feel that a blue is there. In fact, a hundred years ago the Rebbe of the
Chassidim thought that they found the blue, and they started to put the blue back in the tzitzis.
Today there are many people who feel that we do know what the blue is. We know that it comes
from a special animal, a sea urchin, a shellfish that grows between Haifa and Tyre. There is a
whole movement now to put back the blue in the tzitzis, but the important thing is we have to
remember we have to see G-d’s promise always before us. If we do not see G-d’s promise

before us, if we act only on practicalities, we will act like the spies acted and we will give up the



land of Israel and our position and our Judaism. That happens. The spies were great men, men
of great knowledge and analysis, but they lost heart. They could not see G-d’s promise anymore.
They would rather just stay in the desert. Maybe Judaism was only meant to be a small group
who sits and studies and learns Torah in the desert and has no business entering history, no
business being part of the world. They forgot all about G-d’s promise. We Jews have to
remember about G-d’s promise.

The reason women do not have to wear tzitzis is the women were never taken in by the
spies. It was the women who kept Judaism in Egypt when the men had given up. The women
did not fall for the excuses of the spies not to go into the land of Israel. In fact, it is because of
the stubbornness of the Jewish women that Judaism actually survived in America. How many
grandmothers were there who would not eat treif, who make sure their houses were still kosher?
How many grandmothers do we know who were the pillar of Jewishness in the sense that they
insisted their children and grandchildren got a Hebrew education? The rabbis say that .it was
thanks to the women that Judaism has survived, and that is true because women have more of a
sense of the mystery of life than men do. They are the carriers and bearers of life. Therefore,
they are more sensitive to the mystery of life. The mystery of life teaches us that there is a
promise; G-d has made a promise to our people. In fact, it is almost a miracle that the secular
Jews in Israel are the ones who would not go anywhere else but to Israel. They would not found
a Jewish state anyplace else, and they will only speak Hebrew, and they are still looking for
Jewish forms. True, many of them are far from our tradition but they are coming back. Maybe it
will take a few generations. There are many others who observe some mitzvahs, but they do not
believe in the promise anymore. They will probably be the last generation of Jews in their

family. We have to see that blue. If we do not see the blue, we are in trouble. We know that



now if we have really discovered how to make that blue again, the discovery has to be obvious to
everyone, because then the Jewish people will all see the promise and then we will all survive.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a rabbi who came to America and was
obtaining money for his yeshiva. He went to a very rich Jew who was very secular who hated all
tradition. The people warned him when he went there that this person was not going to be too
receptive, but he said he would to talk to him anyway. The man was enthralled by the rabbi and
said, “I tell you what, I will give you a million dollars but on one condition: that none of your
students wears a yarmulke when they learn Torah or when they pray or eat, and that none of
them ever wears a tallis, even when they pray.” The rabbi thought a minute and said, “Okay, I
agree to your condition.” The man said, “I am going to come to your yeshiva in six months, and
if I find anybody wearing a yarmulke or a tallis, you owe me $10,000.” The rabbi said, “Okay,
it’s a deal.” Sure enough, six months later this very secular Jew came to Israel, and the rabbi met
him at the airport and drove him to the city where his yeshiva was. As they turned the corner
into the city, the secular Jew noticed a big grin. It said, “Yeshiva High School for Girls.” We all
know that we have to see the blue. We have to see G-d’s promise, and if we see G-d’s promise,
then everything is possible. Let’s all hope and pray that we will all see G-d’s promise so the

Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.






